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oder Geisteswissenschaft — um wenigstens die Naturwissenschaften fern 
zu halten ; oder Wissenschaft von den Prinzipien — um sich wegen des 
Einzelnen zu entschuldigen." This is translated : " A definition was sought 
that would embrace this collection of sciences, which are in reality no 
sciences at all. This led to the definitions mentioned above : Philosophy 
is the doctrine of the form of Knowledge — ■ in order to exclude the content ; 
or mental science — in order at least to ward off the natural sciences ; or 
the science of principles — in order to find an excuse for not considering 
particular facts." (Translation, p. 33.) I venture to think that the 
meaning would be much plainer if one did not attempt to follow the 
German so closely. One might then translate: "It was sought to unite 
these sciences, which really do not deserve the name of sciences, by means 
of a definition. And this gave rise to the definitions we have already 
mentioned : Philosophy is concerned with 'Cat form of Knowing as opposed 
to its matter ; or, Philosophy is a mental science as distinguished from the 
natural sciences ; or, it is the science of principles, and so independent of 
the sciences which deal with particular facts." J. E. C. 

Die metaphysischen Grundlagen der Ethik bei Aristoteles. Von Dr. 
Lambert Filkuka. Wien, Carl Konegen, 1895. — pp. iv, 138. 

According to Dr. Filkuka any defect in an ethical system will be found 
in the end to result from a metaphysical error. A true ethical system can 
only be based on a sound and adequate metaphysic. In a true system of 
morality the Good will have three characteristics. It will be a Perfection 
which is suited to the nature of human beings ; it will have the character 
of Obligation ; and it will be such that it will satisfy the legitimate desire 
of man for happiness. The only foundation for such a system is a theory 
of the world based on the notion of Immanent Teleology. On this view 
each individual being has its own special End, but the various particular 
Ends are subservient to the purpose of the whole. Each being, therefore, 
has an End adapted to its nature, and the attainment of this is consequently 
accompanied by pleasure. But as the special nature of each individual is 
one of the means by which the End of the whole is realized, and only exists 
for that purpose, the development of its own proper nature is necessarily 
regarded by the finite being as a duty. It may be added that this concep- 
tion of Immanent Teleology leaves room for the part played by experience 
in the development of a system of morality. Since the true being of a thing 
is the law of its activity, to ascertain the law of human action it is only 
necessary to study empirically the nature of human beings. In this way the 
moral standard may be determined through experience. It must be kept in 
mind, therefore, that, though ethics is necessarily based on metaphysics, 
moral laws are not necessarily deduced from metaphysical principles. 

The aim of the present work is to show that Aristotle reached the true 
conception of ethics, and that he was able to accomplish this because his 
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metaphysic was founded on the doctrine of Immanent Teleology. The author 
devotes 79 pages to a sketch of Aristotle's philosophy. He maintains that 
Aristotle only attacked Plato's theory of Ideas in so far as it was unable to 
account for the fact of Change, ard that it was in order to remedy this 
defect that he modified the Platonic theory of Matter. But though for him 
change was so important, he regards Changeless Being as prior to it in time 
and higher in the scale of worth. Static Being is at once the efficient cause 
and End of change. Teleology is thus the prominent aspect of the Aristo- 
telian theory. But though this teleology is an immanent one, in the sense 
that each particular being fulfills its own End or Purpose, all these particular 
Ends are subservient to the all-inclusive Purpose of the whole. 

Having thus demonstrated that Aristotle had attained the true meta- 
physical conception, the author proceeds to show in detail how, by virtue of 
this, the Aristotelian ethical Good harmonized the notions of Perfection, 
Duty, and Happiness, and thus satisfied all the demands of an adequate 
system of morality. 

Dr. Filkuka's interpretation of Aristotle is open to criticism at various 
points, and he seems to lay little, if any, stress on the later developments of 
Plato's metaphysic. In Chapter V he is at pains to give various reasons, 
of a practical sort, to account for the fact that Aristotle seems to make 
ethics independent of metaphysics. This apparently independent treatment 
of ethics should not have caused the author so much uneasiness, since he 
has shown very clearly that the doctrine of Immanent Teleology renders 
possible a determination of the content of morality on the basis of 
experience. The author is not deficient in acuteness, however, and the 
book has considerable merit. It is written in clear and vigorous fashion, 
and forms an organic whole. David Irons. 

Ueber das Grundprincip der Association. Von Arthur Allin. 
Berlin, Mayer & Miiller, 1895. — pp. 81. 

This little work, a thesis presented for the doctorate at Berlin, gives 
a theory of perception based upon association by contiguity. In perception 
the new sensation is supplemented by elements previously associated with 
it. Every percept on its physiological side is composed of two elements, 
the activity of the central organ immediately excited by the sense organ, 
and the induced excitation of the parts of the cortex previously in activity 
with it. Perception is only distinguished from illusion by the fact that in 
the latter there is no external object which corresponds to the supplemen- 
tary psychical elements. The psychological process is the same for both. 
The current theories of perception and assimilation, of association by simi- 
larity, and Helmholtz's doctrine of " unconscious conclusions," are analyzed 
and found inconsistent and unsatisfactory. All these processes are reduced 
to association by contiguity. Recognition is distinguished from perception 
mainly by the ease with which the image arises, and by the accompanying 



